Hello Mount Airy!
It has certainly been a busy fall. We have mourned the loss of
our truly charismatic, long-standing Mayor Pat while
continuing the daily tasks required by our staff and elected
officials. We have witnessed spirited debate at the Council
table leading to decisions that could alter the course of our
town for decades. And we have made our way through a
special election leading to a fresh face in town hall.
I want to thank Councilman Poirier for keeping the lights on
and the water running as the interim Mayor of our town. My
entry into town hall will be far easier thanks to his diligent
efforts that will lead to a smooth transition and a quick
acceptance of the role I am elected to perform.
By the time this is printed, we will have already decorated for
the holidays and participated in the VFW's Veterans Day
Ceremony. Thanksgiving will soon be here followed by many
events.
• Town Hall and the Mount Airy Police Department (MAPD)

are having a Food Drive for the Mt. Airy Net, November
through December. Bring your non-perishable items to
donate to our donation boxes. Town Hall hours are 8:30
a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. MAPD hours are
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Packaged
items, dry goods, beverages, paper items, personal items,
and gift cards to local grocery stores, retail, or restaurant
establishments are encouraged.
• Carroll County's Downtowns are joining together for the

Shop Small Passport Program! From Small Business
Saturday, November 27th through December 5th pick up a
passport from a retail business in any of Carroll County's 8
Downtown areas and make a purchase from 8 different
businesses. Turn in your completed passport to any Carroll
County Public Library or Town Hall by December 7th.
Twenty completed passports will be picked at random for a
$50 gift certificate, good at any Passport business!
• We are gathering at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 28th to

light our Town Menorah again this year on the first night of
Hanukkah! Please join us outside in the Railyard, 1 North
Main Street, for a special ceremony and a few treats!
• Santa Claus is coming to Town for “A Main Street

Christmas” on December 4th! There's still time to be a
parade participant. Use the online form to register or call
Town Hall, 301-829-1424. The Tree Lighting is at 5:30 p.m.
along the side of the Mt. Airy Museum, 1 North Main Street.
The “Twinkling Lights” Santa Parade will begin at 6:30 p.m.
from Mt. Airy Elementary School to Calvary United
Methodist Church on Main Street. Santa's mailbox will be
back outside Cryin' Johnnies for the season.
• The town is hosting a Business Card Exchange at the

Phoenix room in Laurienzos, 114 S. Main Street, on
December 9th from 5p.m-7p.m. Please come hungry and
remember to bring lots of cards!
• Jingle and Mingle along Main Street on December 17th from

5 – 8 p.m. to enjoy a festive holiday atmosphere and free
carriage rides around the Historic District. Live musical

performances and some extra vendors will be joining the
wonderful small shops for the evening in Historic Downtown
Mount Airy.
• We're running the Shop Small Mount Airy Contest for the

3rd year in a row! Any purchase of $25 or more from
November 1st – December 5th from any business
establishment in Mt. Airy is an eligible entry into the
contest. We had approx. 2,100 entries last year. The odds
are pretty good to winning $4,500 in cash and $500 in local
gift cards. Support your local businesses as much as you
can, they're more likely to keep putting the money back into
our local economy and we want to continue to have great
shops and services. Keep coming back to the form to enter
in new receipts! www.mountairymd.gov/ShopSmall
• Remember to purchase the Town Beautification

Commission's “Pine Grove Chapel” holiday ornament for
$20, available at town hall or the museum.
Another notable item concerns the “Pop Up” park behind the
old M&T bank building. The great news is the current owner
is negotiating with a potential buyer! On a sad note, the
owner has asked to terminate our Memorandum of
Agreement and close down the “Pop Up” park. Per former
Mayor Pat's desires and intentions, all the items in the park
will be repurposed to other parks and areas in town. The
artwork will be preserved to the best of our abilities.
Lastly, I am sure it is apparent to all that this will be the final
printing of the Mt. Airy Messenger. I want to say thank you to
Becky Ricketts for her 25 years of work and Tony Burke for
the last 10 years as a reporter keeping Mount Airy informed.
This publication will be truly missed. But we in town hall
will seek alternatives to keep all our residents informed with
the greatest hope that another publication will fill the
vacancy of a hometown newspaper.
Thank you to all of Mount Airy for allowing me to serve in
this capacity and I hope to rise to everyone's expectations for
the next three and a half years. My email is:
mayorhushour@mountairymd.gov
Please do not hesitate to contact me with issues, ideas or a
desire to help!
Larry Hushour, mayor
Town of Mount Airy

